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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: UNGA. ECOSOC 

SUBJECT: ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR WEST ASIA 
REF: THE HAGUE 3798 

1. MAIN REASON ECOSOC PLENARY DECISION ON SUBJECT 
COMMISSION TAKEN WITHOUT FORMAL VOTE WAS ECOSOC PRESIDENT 
FRAZAO (BRAZIL) MADE STRONG PERSONAL APPEAL THAT THIS 
HIGHLY CONTENTIOUS ISSUE BE HANDLED THAT WAY FOLLOWING 
LONG DEBATE IN COMMITTEE AND VOTE OF APPROVAL THERE. 

FRAZAO MADE SIMILAR APPEAL TO US DELEGATE AND TO FACK OF 
NETHERLANDS. BEFORE AGREEING TO FRAZAO REQUEST FOR ACTION 
TO BE TAKEN WITHOUT VOTE AND WITHOUT PREJUDICE TO 
POSITIONS OF DELEGATIONS. US DELEGATE CONFERRED WITH 
NETHERLANDS, NEW ZEALAND AND FINLAND DELEGATIONS ALL OF 
WHICH HAD VOTED WITH US IN COMMITTEE AND ALL OF WHICH HAD 
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ACCEPTED FRAZAO PROPOSAL. 
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2. EVEN THOUGH THERE WAS NO VOTE, US DELEGATE MADE 
STRONG STATEMENT IN PLENARY EXPLAINING OUR OPPOSITION 
TO CREATION OF "DISCRIMINATORY" COMMISSION. NETHERLANDS, 

NEW ZEALAND AND FINLAND ALSO EXPLAINED THEIR OPPOSITION. 

ROGERS 
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